
 

 

 

 

March 2014 

 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of the Church of the Transfiguration, 

As I write, the cold weather has returned after a few tantalizingly spring-like days. Only last Friday I went 

up to the Cloisters Museum to view the stunning 12
th
 Century windows on loan from Canterbury 

Cathedral. On the way up the hill from the subway in the cool sunshine it was a delight to see the crocuses 

in bloom. Somehow the weather mirrors Lent with its austerities and disciplines but with the promise of 

Easter life and joy to come. 

It was a pleasure to have Father McPherson presiding last Sunday (Lent 3) after a long break due to his 

intensive cancer treatment. Thankfully that is now completed with a successful outcome. He is most 

grateful to the Transfiguration family for its prayerful support. 

Just before I went away on sabbatical in early January the parish hired Mother Mary Julia Jett for three 

months on a part time basis to help with the service roster. During that time she has endeared herself to 

the parish as a liturgist, preacher and pastor. The vestry at its March meeting decided to continue her 

contract until the year end when it will be reviewed. Mother Jett is a doctoral student at the Union 

Theological Seminary. 

Our Lent program is well underway with Adult Christian Education and Rector’s Forums on Sundays and 

Stations and Benediction each Friday. Friday, March 28 at 7.30pm Claudia Dumschat and her assembled 

musical forces will present Benjamin Britten’s church opera, The Burning Fiery Furnace. This is a “not to 

be missed” event! It is a wonderful piece appropriate to the season and rarely performed in this city. 

Given the huge success of Britten’s other two church operas, The Prodigal Son and Curlew River, in 

recent years, Friday’s performance is eagerly anticipated.  

LENT QUIET DAY 

On Saturday April 5 from 10am – 3pm I will be conducting a Lent Quiet Day in the church.  Basically 

this is a time of spiritual reflection with 3 addresses interspersed with periods of quiet commencing with 

Morning Prayer and concluding with the Eucharist. The theme is “Images of the Passion in the Church of 

the Transfiguration.” It would be helpful if you would signify your participation either by adding your 

name to the sign-up sheet in the church or by calling Bill Nave in the office or email 

receptionist@littlechurch.org 
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HOLY WEEK PREACHER 

I am pleased to announce that our special preacher for Holy Week is Bishop Lindsay Urwin, formerly 

Bishop of Horsham in the Diocese of Chichester, UK, and now Administrator of the Shrine of Our Lady 

of Walsingham, Norfolk, UK. Bishop Lindsay is an Australian by birth and a friend of many years. But 

most of all he is a very fine preacher and communicator of the gospel. He will be with us from Palm 

Sunday right through Holy Week. 

EASTER 

Easter is as late as it can get this year falling on Sunday April 20. Also this year the Western and Eastern 

(Orthodox) Easters and the Jewish Passover all coincide. If only it could always be so! 

Easter is always a special time here at Transfiguration with wonderful music and flowers. Contributions 

to both are important and most welcome. Both can be given as memorials to departed loved ones and 

donations should be marked clearly and submitted in good time (by Palm Sunday, April 13) so that they 

can be noted in the Easter bulletins. Envelopes for both will be included in the Sunday bulletins. 

VISIT BY BISHOP OF NEW YORK – ASCENSION DAY 

Although it is a fair way off I would like to alert parishioners to the fact that the Bishop of New York, 

Bishop Andrew Dietsche, will make his first visit to Transfiguration as the Bishop on Ascension Day, 

Thursday May 29 at 6.30pm. It is customary for the Bishop to baptize and confirm any candidates as well 

as receive people into the Episcopal Church or witness renewal of baptismal vows by those wishing to do 

so. Several parishioners have already indicated their wish to avail themselves of this opportunity. Would 

any others who would like to “regularize” their membership status or to renew their baptismal promises to 

mark a return to the church please speak to me? Ascension Day is always a special day in this parish and I 

look forward to it.  

Trusting you are having a good Lent.  

With my prayer-filled and loving good wishes, 

The Rt Rev. Andrew St .R. St. John, 

Rector 

 


